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ie is an old Obfervation, that a Time of 
Peace is always a Time of Prodigies; for as 
our News-Writers muft adorn their Papers with 
that which the Criticks call, Zhe Marvellous, they 
are forced in a dead calm of Affairs, to ranfack 
every Element for proper Amufements, and ¢i- 
ther to aftonifh their Readers from Time to Time 
with a ftrange and wonderful Sight, or be con- 
tent to lofetheirCuftom. The Sea is generally 
filled with Monfters when there are no Fleets 
uponit. Mount Azza immediately began to 
rage upon the Extin@tion of the Rebellion: And 
woe to the People of Catanea, if the Peace conti- 
nues ; for they are fure to be fhaken every Week 
with Earthquakes, till they are relieved by the 
Siege of fome other great Town in Europe. The 
Air has likewife contributed its Quota of Prodi- 
gies. We had a Blazing Star by the laft Mall 
from Genoa; and inthe prefent Dearth of Battels 
have been very opportunely entertained, by Per- 
fons of undoubted Credit, with a Civil Warin 
the Clouds, where our fharp-fighted Malecon- 
tents difcovered many Objeéts invitible to au 
Eye that is dim’d by Whig-Principles. 

I queftion not but this Paper will fall in with 
the prefent Humour, {ince it contains a Very 
remarkable Vifion of a Highland Seer, who's 
famous among the Mountains, and known by 
the Name of Secoud-Sighted-Sawney. Had he been 
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able to Write, we might probably have feen this 
Vifion fooner in Print; for it happened to him 
very early in the late hard Winter ; and is tranf- 
mitted to me by a Student of Glafgow, who 
took the whole Relation from him, and ftuck 
clofe to the Faéts, though he has delivered them 
in his own Style. 


yon was defcended of an ancient Family, 
very much renowned for their Skillin Prog- 
nofticks. Moft of his Anceftors were Second- 
Sighted, and his Mother but narrowly efcaped 
being burnt for a Witch. As he was going 
out one Morning very early to fteal a Sheep, 
he was feized on the fudden with a Fit of Se- 
cond-Sight. The Face of the whole Countrey 
about him was changed in the Twinkling of an 
Eye, and prefented him with a wide Profpect 
of new Scenes and Objeéts, which he had ne- 
ver feen till that Day. 

He difcovered at a great Diftance from him 
a large I’abrick, which caft fuch a gliftcring 
Light about it, that it looked like a huge Rock 
of Diamond. Upon the Top of it was planted 
a Standard, ftreaming in a ftrong Northern 
Wind, and embroidered with a Mixture of Thi- 
{tles and Flower-de-luces. As he was amufing 
himfelf with this ftrange Sight, he heard a 
Bagpipe at fome Diftance behind him, and, turn- 
ig about, faw a General, who feemed very 
much animated with the Sound of it, marching 
towards him at the Head of a numerous Ar- 
my. He learnt, upon Enquiry, that they were 
inaking a Proceffion to the Struture which ftood 
before him, and which he found was the Tem- 
ple of Reve lion. He immediately ftruck in with 
them; bur defcribed this March to the Temple 
i 2 with 
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with fo much Horrour, that he thivered eve. 
ry Joynt all the while he fpoke of it. They 
were forced to clamber over fo many Rocks, 
and to tread upon the Brink of fo many Preci- 
pices, that they were very often in danger of 
their Lives. Sawzey declared, that, for his own 
Part, he walked in fear of his Neck every Step 
he*took. Upon their coming within a few 
Furlongs of the Temple, they paffed through 
avery thick Grove, confecratedto a Deity who 
was known by the Name of Treajon. They 
here difperfed themfelves into abundance of 
Labyrinths and covered Walks which led to the 
Temple. The Path was fo very flippery,the Shade 
fo exceeding gloomy, and the whole Wood fo 
full of Ecchoes, that they were forced to march 
withthe greateft Warinefs, Circumfpedtion and 
Silence. They at length arrived at a great Gate, 
which was the principal Avenueto that magnih- 
cent Fabrick. Sawney ftood fome Time at the En- 
trance to obferve the Splendour of the Building, 
and was not a little entertained with a prodi- 
gious Number of Statues, which were planted 
up and down ina fpacious Court that lay be- 
fore it; but, upon examining it more nicely, he 
found the whole Fabrick, which made fuch 4 
glittering Appearance, and feemed Impregnable, 
was compofed of Ice, and that the feveral Statues 
which feemed at a diftance to be made of the 
whiteft Marble, were nothing elfe but fo many 
Figures in Snow. The Front of the Temple was 
very curioufly adorned with Stars and Garters, 
ucal Coronets, General’s Staffs, and many 0- 
ther Emblems of Honour wrought in the mott 
beautiful Froft-Work. After having ftood at g7¢ 
fome Time before this great Gate, he difcover- 
ed on it an Infcription, fignifying it to a 
ate 
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Gate of Perjury. There was erected near it a 
great Colofius in Snow that had two Faces, and 
was dreft like a ‘Fefuit, with one of its Hands 
upon a Book, and the other grafping a Dagger. 
Upon entring into the Court, he took a particu- 
lar Survey of feveral of the Figures. ‘There 
was Sedition with a Trumpet in her Hand, and 
Rapine in the Garb of a Highlander : Ambiti- 
on, Envy, Difgrace, Poverty, and Difappoint- 
ment, were all of them reprefented under their 
proper Emblems. Among other Statues, he 
obferved that of Rumour whifpering an Ideot in 
the Ear, who was the Reprefentative of Cre- 
dulity; and Faétion embracing with her hun- 
dred Arms an old-fafhioned Figure in a Steeple- 
Crown’d Hat, that was defign’d to exprets a 
cunning old Gipfy, call’d Paflive-Obedience. 
Zeal too had a Place among the reft, witha 
Bandage over her Eyes, tho’ one would not 
have expected to have feen her reprefented in 
Snow. But the moft remarkable Objeét in this 
Court-Yard, was a huge Tree that grew up be- 
fore the. Porch of the Temple, and was of the 
fame kind with that, which Virgil tells us flou- 
rithed at the Entrance of the infernal Regions. 
For it bore nothing but Dreams, which hung in 
Clufters under every Leaf of it. The Travellers 
retrefhed themfelves in the Shade of this Tree 
before they entered the Zemple of Rebellion, and 
after their Frights and Fatigues, received great 
Comfort in the Fruit which fell from it. At 
length the Gates of the Temple flew open, 
and the Crowd ruhhed into it. In the Centre 
of it was a grim Idol, with a Sword in the 
Right Hand, and aFirebrand in the Left. The 
Fore-part of the Pedeftal was curioufly embof- 
{ed with a Triumph, while the Back-part, that 
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lay more out of Sight, was filled with Gibbets 

and Axes. This dreadful Idol js worthipped, 

like feveral of old, with human Sacrifices, and 

his Votaries were confulting among themfelves, 

how to gratify him with Hecatombs ; when, ona 

fudden, they were furprized with the Alarm of 

a great Light which appeared in the Southern 

Part of the Heavens, and made its Progrefs di- 

rectly towardsthem. This Light appeared as a 

great Mafs of Flame, or rather Glory, like that 

of the Sun in its Strength. There were three 
Figures in the midft of it, who were known by 
their feveral Hieroglyphicks, to be Religion, 
Loyalty, and Valour. The laft had a graceful 
Air, a blooming Countenance, and a Star upon 
its Breaft, which fhot forth feveral pointed 
Beams of a peculiar Luftre. The Glory which 
encompafled them, covered the Place, and 
darted its Rays with fo much Strength, that 
the whole Fabrick and all its Ornaments began 
to melt. The feveral Emblems of Honour, 
which were wrought on the Front in the brittle 
Materials above-mentioned, trickled away un- 
der the firft Impreffions of the Heat. In fhort, 
the Thaw was fo violent, that the Temple and 
Statues ran off in a fudden Torrent, and the 
whole Winter-Piece was diffolved. ‘Ihe cove- 
red Walks were laid open by the Light which 
fhone through every Part of them, and the 
Dream-Tree withered like the famous Gourd, 
that was {mitten by the Noon-Day Sun. As 
for the Votaries, they left the Place with the 
greateft Precipitation, and difperfed themfelves 
by Flight into a Thoufand different Paths 2- 
mong the Mountains. 
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